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most governmental improvidence cannot raise the
expense of re-arming the land forces above an amount
which is trifling when compared with their total cost.
But " continental affairs are unsettled, and Europe is
an armed camp." There might be something in this
argument, if either it was proposed that we should
settle continental affairs, or the armed camp was
suspected of any design upon, or even any thought
about, ourselves. As it is, the argument is one for the
opposite side; for the more earnestly foreign nations
are intent upon mutual trucidation, the less leisure or
inclination they will have to operate upon ourselves.
The absurdity of submitting to sacrifices imposed on
foreign states by quarrels and jealousies in which we
have no kind of participation, and which would
effectually prevent them from injuring us even if they
were so disposed, is, one would have thought, self-
evident The truth, however, is that the nightmare
of French invasion, originally due to a letter of the
greatest military authority of the time, written in
extreme old age, and bearing unmistakable signs of
it,* is still, though we are rather ashamed to confess
it, haunting our dreams. The ridiculous notion that
France might suddenly pick a quarrel with us and
carry England by a coup-de-main, has not yet quitted
its hold upon the public mind, or ceased to find its

* In this letter it was actually stated that (except immediately
under Dover Castle) there was not a spot on the coast, from the
JSTorth Foreland to Portsmouth, on which infantry might not be
thrown on shore at any time of tide, with any wind, and in any
weather. It is hardly necessary to say that this could not he
truly asserted of any shore in the world.